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As a first-rate science teacher at Central Middle School in ***, Virginia. 

 
All this or something better, Jesus. (Jesus, you are plenty for me. I don't need to add 
anyone else for inspiration.) 

 
Middle school science teacher. 

 
The main thing I want to accomplish between now and retirement at the end of 2014: 

For so many years I have been passive (or passive-aggressive) with my Principal. 
Starting this year, I am going to look out for a project that really inspires me. I'll be 

searching among my contacts in the field, searching online. I'm going to find something I 
like and get permission to try it out.  
 

If that first idea doesn't work, I'll find a second one, and so on. My teaching has been in 
a terrible rut.  

 
I don't have to be a leader in the profession. It's a little late for that. Plus I have a very 
full social life and don't really want to work as hard as some others do. 

 
Working a manageable amount of time, I still could put in 30 minutes a day, four days a 

week, on Project Inspiration. After I find that project, I can put in that same amount of 
extra time to figure out what I want to do, present it to my Principal, and then put it into 
action. 

 
I AM going to do this Project Inspiration to make the next school year a year like no 

other. And I am committed to keeping this up, one new project at a time, to bring 
meaning to my career. I am done with just going through the motions at work. 
 

I earn: The top salary increase that is possible for me to earn, given the budget, for each 
and every year that I teach until retirement. 

 
How I help the kids: I am going to experiment with helping the BEST kids, the smartest 

ones. Over the years, I have been having troublemakers drive my teaching style. I have 
been trying to help them overcome. This year, I want to experiment with aiming toward 
the top of the group and lavishing my disposable attention on those kids. Maybe I'll get 

more mileage. 
 

How I help the kids' parents: I still have to think about this. I might want to do 
something for THEM as my Project Inspiration. I have a lot of planning to do. This is 
exciting. 



 
How I help the less experienced teachers: I have always been good at this. For years, I 

have felt resentful because I wasn't especially rewarded for this. The main thing I 'm 
going to experiment with is to cut that resentment part out. I will let the helping be its 

own reward. Less can be more! 
  
How I help my Principal: I think Ms. XYZ will fall over, she'll be so surprised if I give her 

information about exciting Project Inspiration, especially if she is satisfied that I will do 
the usual obligations that she lays on me. 

 
How I help the school board: This is another possible growth area for me. I would like to 
spend the first semester in the new year observing them a bit more closely. I'm so used 

to avoiding them and disliking them. My goal will be to find one way that I would actually 
like to work with them. Or at least stop resenting and ignoring them. I am also going to 

seek some alliances among other teachers, the ones I consider "The really good 
teachers" here. 
 

The students I would like to attract: I definitely want to attract bright students who are 
already interested in science. I would like to help them excel at the Regional Science Fair 

competition. Maybe there is a way I can use social networking technology to promote 
them and help them to build up their reputations within the school, help them to receive 

more credit socially for their academic progress. 
 
How I help the very best students who come my way: I don't know yet how Project 

Inspiration will work but I am going to find it and try it and tweak it and make something 
happen, one semester at a time. 

 
 
 


